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U.S. official says Mideast mediators are preparing for 
implementation of cease-fire deal in advance 


Palestinian women weep on a truck as she evacuates a school that had been her shelter, in 
eastern Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, after the Israeli military dropped leaflets 
asking civilians to evacuate from the area, saying forces plan to respond to rocket fire that 
targeted Israel. 
Associated Press 


By RAVI NESSMAN, ZEKE MILLER and AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — In a sign that mediators believe a 
Gaza cease-fire deal is imminent, a U.S. official said Fri- 
day that Mideast negotiators are working out logistics for 
the potential release of hostages and distribution of aid 
as part of any agreement to end the Israel-Hamas war. 
The official, who spoke to reporters on condition of ano- 
nymity in keeping with rules set by the White House, said 
the proposal currently on the table basically bridges eve- 
ry gap between Israel and Hamas and mediators were 
making preparations before a final deal is approved. 
It was unclear what measures were being taken, but the 
official said a new "implementation cell" was being es- 
tablished in Cairo in advance. The cell would focus on 
logistics, including freeing hostages, providing humanitar- 
ian aid for Gaza and ensuring that the terms of the pact 
are met, the official said. 
The comments came hours after mediators expressed 
hope that a deal was within reach. They said two days 
of talks had wrapped up in Qatar and that they plan to 
reconvene in Cairo next week to seal an agreement to 
stop the fighting. 
Continued on Page 2 
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U.S. official says Mideast mediators are preparing for 
implementation of cease-fire deal in advance 


Continued from Front 


Israel issued a vague state- 
ment saying it appreciated 
the mediators' efforts, and a 
statement from Hamas did 
not sound enthusiastic about 
the latest proposal to end 
the devastating 10-month 
war and free Israeli hostages 
held in Gaza. A cease-fire is 
seen as the best hope for 
heading off an even larger 
regional conflict. 
U.S. President Joe Biden 
seemed optimistic, saying, 
"We are closer than we've 
ever been" to an agree- 
ment. Biden has expressed 
optimism for a deal before, 
only for talks to break down. 
"We may have something," 
Biden told reporters Friday. 
"But we're not there yet." 
Both sides agreed in prin- 
ciple to the plan Biden 
announced on May 31. 
But Hamas has proposed 
amendments, and Israel 
has suggested clarifications, 
leading each side to accuse 
the other of trying to tank a 
deal. 
The U.S. official said the lat- 
est proposal is the same as 
Biden's with some clarifica- 
tions based on ongoing 


talks. The way it's structured 
poses no risk to Israel's secu- 
rity but enhances it, the of- 
ficial added. 
Hamas has rejected Israel's 
demands, which include 
a lasting military presence 
along the border with Egypt 
and a line bisecting Gaza 
where it would search Pal- 
estinians returning to their 
homes to root out militants. 
Hamas quickly cast doubt 
on whether an agreement 
was near. 
In a statement, the militant 
group said the latest pro- 
posal diverged significantly 
from the previous iteration 
they had agreed to in prin- 
ciple, implying they were not 
disposed to accept it. 
The Israeli prime minister's 
office issued a statement 
saying it "appreciates the ef- 
forts of the U.S. and the me- 
diators to dissuade Hamas 
from its refusal to a hostage 
release deal." 
U.S. Secretary of State An- 
tony Blinken planned to trav- 
el to Israel over the week- 
end to "continue intensive 
diplomatic efforts" toward 
a cease-fire and to under- 
score the need for all parties 
in the region to avoid esca- 


lation, State Department 
spokesman Vedant Patel 
said. 
Blinken was expected to 
meet with Netanyahu on 
Monday to discuss the new 
deal, said an Israeli official 
who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity in line with of- 
ficial requirements. 
The new push for an end to 
the Israel-Hamas war came 
as the Palestinian death toll 
in Gaza climbed past 40,000, 
according to Gaza health 
authorities, whose counts do 
not distinguish between civil- 
ians and combatants. Fears 
were still high that Iran and 
Hezbollah militants in Leba- 
non would attack Israel in 
retaliation for the killings of 
top militant leaders. 
International mediators be- 
lieve the best hope for calm- 
ing tensions would be a deal 
between Israel and Hamas 
to halt the fighting and se- 
cure the release of Israeli 
hostages. 
International 
diplomacy 
to prevent the war from 
spreading intensified Friday, 
with the British and French 
foreign ministers making a 
joint trip to Israel. 
Israeli Foreign Minister Israel 


Katz said in a statement that 
he told his British and French 
counterparts that if Iran at- 
tacks Israel, Israel expects 
its allies not just to help it 
defend itself, but to join in 
attacking Iran. 
He also warned Iran — 
which backs Hamas, Hez- 
bollah and Houthi rebels in 
Yemen, all of whom have 
attacked Israel since the 
Gaza war started — to stop 
the attacks. 
"Iran is the head of the axis 
of evil, and the free world 
must stop it now before it's 
too late," Katz said on X. 
The war began when Ha- 
mas-led militants stormed 
across the heavily guard- 
ed border on Oct. 7, killing 
around 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, and abducting 250 
to Gaza. More than 100 were 
released during a weeklong 
cease-fire in November, and 
around 110 are believed to 
still be inside Gaza, though 
Israeli authorities believe 
around a third of them are 
dead. 
Israel's military spokesperson, 
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, 
said Thursday that Israel 
had killed more than 17,000 
Hamas militants in Gaza in 


the war, without providing 
evidence. 
Diplomats hoped a cease- 
fire deal would persuade 
Iran and Lebanon's Hezbol- 
lah to hold off on retaliating 
for the killing of a top Hezbol- 
lah commander in an Israeli 
airstrike in Beirut and of Ha- 
mas' top political leader in 
an explosion in Tehran that 
was widely blamed on Israel. 
The mediators have spent 
months trying to hammer 
out a three-phase plan in 
which Hamas would release 
the hostages in exchange 
for a lasting cease-fire, the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from Gaza and the release 
of Palestinians imprisoned by 
Israel. 
While talks were ongoing, Is- 
rael continued its offensive 
in Gaza. 
On Friday it dropped leaflets 
asking civilians to evacuate 
from areas in northern Khan 
Younis and eastern Deir al- 
Balah, saying forces plan to 
respond to rocket fire that 
targeted Israel. After the or- 
ders were given, airstrikes hit 
some areas of Khan Younis, 
sending people fleeing. A 
video showed plumes of 
black smoke rising into the 
air after loud booms. 
Also Friday, Egypt's President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi spoke to 
Biden and agreed to inten- 
sify joint efforts in the com- 
ing days to reach an agree- 
ment, said a spokesman for 
the presidency. El-Sisi also 
urged regional self-restraint. 
In a clear message to Israel, 
Hezbollah released a video, 
with Hebrew and English sub- 
titles, showing underground 
tunnels where trucks were 
transporting long-range mis- 
siles. 
A Hezbollah official, who 
spoke on condition of an- 
onymity because he was 
speaking 
about 
military 
affairs, said the missiles in 
the video have a range of 
about 140 kilometers (86 
miles), capable of reaching 
deep inside Israel. 
Hezbollah has tens of thou- 
sands of rockets, missiles and 
drones that the group says 
give it the ability to hit any- 
where in Israel. Hezbollah 
started attacking Israel on 
Oct. 8 and says it will stop 
only when the Gaza war 
ends.q 


Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, left, and French Foreign Minister Stéphane Séjourné, right, are welcomed by Israeli Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Israel Katz, at their meeting in Jerusalem, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Border arrests drop 33% to a 46-month low in July after asylum 
restrictions take hold 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ar- 
rests for illegally crossing 
the border from Mexico 
plummeted 33% in July to 
the lowest level since Sep- 
tember 2020, a result of 
asylum being temporarily 
suspended, authorities said 
Friday. 


The Border Patrol made 
56,408 arrests last month, 
down from 83,536 arrests 
in June, according to U.S. 
Customs and Border Pro- 
tection, its parent agency. 
Asylum was halted at the 
border June 5 because 
arrests 
for 
illegal 
cross- 
ings topped a threshold 
of 2,500 a day, though a 
lack of deportation flights 
prevents authorities from 
turning 
away 
everyone. 
U.S. authorities say arrests 
dropped 55% after the 
measure, which followed 


a steep decline earlier this 
year that was widely attrib- 
uted to Mexican authorities 
increasing 
enforcement 
within their borders. 
“In July, our border secu- 
rity measures enhanced 
our ability to deliver conse- 
quences for illegal entry,” 


said Troy Miller, acting CBP 
commissioner. 
The numbers, which were 
roughly in line with prelimi- 
nary estimates, may give 
Democrats some breathing 
room on an issue that has 
dogged them throughout 
Joe Biden’s presidency. 


“The Biden-Harris Admin- 
istration has taken effec- 
tive action, and the Re- 
publicans continue to do 
nothing,” said White House 
spokesman Angelo Fernán- 
dez Hernández. 
More than 38,000 people 
were admitted at land 
crossings through an online 
appointment system called 
CBP One, bringing the total 
to more than 765,000 since 
it was introduced in Janu- 
ary 2023. 
More than 520,000 people 
from Cuba, Haiti, Nicara- 
gua and Venezuela were 
admitted through July un- 
der a separate policy al- 
lowing people from those 
four countries to apply on- 
line with a financial spon- 
sor and arrive at an airport. 
Permits were recently halt- 
ed amid concerns about 
fraud by sponsors. 


“(The 
Department 
of 
Homeland Security) is work- 
ing to restart applications 
processing as quickly as 
possible, with appropriate 
safeguards,” CBP said in a 
statement. 
U.S. Rep. Mark Green, Re- 
publican chair of the House 
Homeland Security Com- 
mittee, criticized the Biden 
administration’s new and 
expanded legal pathways 
at the border. 
“This administration is or- 
chestrating a massive shell 
game, encouraging oth- 
erwise-inadmissible 
aliens 
to cross at ports of entry 
instead of between them, 
thereby creating a façade 
of improved optics for the 
administration, but in reality 
imposing a growing burden 
on our communities,” he 
said.q 


A vehicle drives along the U.S. side of the US-Mexico border wall 
in Nogales, Ariz. on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. 


San Francisco goes after websites that make AI deepfake nudes 
of women and girls 


By MATT O’BRIEN and HALE- 
LUYA HADERO undefined 
Nearly a year after AI-gen- 
erated nude images of 
high school girls upended 
a community in southern 
Spain, a juvenile court this 
summer sentenced 15 of 
their classmates to a year 
of probation. 
But the artificial intelligence 
tool used to create the 
harmful deepfakes is still 
easily accessible on the 
internet, promising to “un- 
dress any photo” uploaded 
to the website within sec- 
onds. 
Now a new effort to shut 
down the app and others 
like it is being pursued in 
California, where San Fran- 
cisco this week filed a first- 
of-its-kind lawsuit that ex- 
perts say could set a prec- 
edent but will also face 
many hurdles. 
“The proliferation of these 
images has exploited a 
shocking number of wom- 
en and girls across the 
globe,” said David Chiu, 
the elected city attorney of 
San Francisco who brought 
the case against a group 
of widely visited websites 
based in Estonia, Serbia, 


the United Kingdom and 
elsewhere. 
“These images are used to 
bully, humiliate and threat- 
en women and girls,” he 
said in an interview with The 
Associated Press. “And the 
impact on the victims has 
been devastating on their 


reputation, mental health, 
loss of autonomy, and in 
some instances, causing 
some to become suicidal.” 
The lawsuit brought on be- 
half of the people of Cali- 
fornia alleges that the ser- 
vices broke numerous state 
laws 
against 
fraudulent 


business 
practices, 
non- 
consensual 
pornography 
and the sexual abuse of 
children. But it can be hard 
to determine who runs the 
apps, which are unavail- 
able in phone app stores 
but still easily found on the 
internet. 


Contacted late last year 
by the AP, one service 
claimed by email that its 
“CEO is based and moves 
throughout the USA” but 
declined to provide any 
evidence or answer other 
questions. The AP is not 
naming the specific apps 
being sued in order to not 
promote them. 
“There are a number of 
sites where we don’t know 
at this moment exactly who 
these operators are and 
where they’re operating 
from, but we have investi- 
gative tools and subpoena 
authority to dig into that,” 
Chiu said. 
“And we will certainly utilize 
our powers in the course of 
this litigation.” 
Many of the tools are be- 
ing used to create realistic 
fakes that “nudify” pho- 
tos of clothed adult wom- 
en, including celebrities, 
without their consent. But 
they’ve also popped up in 
schools around the world, 
from Australia to Beverly 
Hills in California, typically 
with boys creating the im- 
ages of female classmates 
that then circulate widely 
through social media.q 


San Francisco City Attorney David Chiu speaks at a public safety town hall meeting in San 
Francisco on Sept. 18, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By PHILIP MARCELO and 
JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Federal 
prosecutors recently issued 
subpoenas to Mayor Eric 
Adams, his campaign arm 
and City Hall in a probe 
into the Democrat’s 2021 
run, a new escalation in the 
ongoing investigation. 
City Hall confirmed Thurs- 
day night that the adminis- 
tration received a subpoe- 
na in July, and attorneys 
representing 
the 
mayor 
and his campaign said in 
a statement that they were 
“in the process of respond- 
ing” to subpoenas. “We 
have not identified any evi- 
dence of illegal conduct 
by the mayor,” added the 
attorneys, Boyd Johnson 
and Brendan McGuire. 
The subpoenas requested 
information about the may- 
or’s schedule, his overseas 
travel and potential con- 
nections to the Turkish gov- 
ernment, according to a 
person with knowledge of 
the subpoenas. The person 
could not publicly discuss 
details of the investigation 
and spoke to The Associ- 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity. 
But the full scope of the 
investigation remains un- 
clear, as does its time 
frame. City Hall lawyer Lisa 
Zornberg said Friday that 
she didn’t know of anyone 


testifying before a grand 
jury in the matter. 
Adams, a retired police 
captain, said Friday that he 
had done nothing wrong 
and reiterated that he and 
his team are cooperating 
with the inquiry. 
“I complied with the rules of 
the city and state of New 
York and our federal rules,” 
he said at a City Hall news 
conference about a new 
tentative contract for pro- 
bation officers. 
Boyd and Johnson said in 
their statement that they 


had given federal prosecu- 
tors “extensive evidence 
undermining the reported 
theories of federal prosecu- 
tion as to the mayor.” 
The FBI and federal pros- 
ecutors declined to com- 
ment. 
The subpoenas, first report- 
ed by The New York Times, 
are the latest development 
in a probe that has cast a 
cloud over the leader of 
America’s most populous 
city. 
The investigation surfaced 
publicly 
in 
November, 


when Adams’ phones and 
electronic 
tablet 
were 
seized and agents raided 
the home of a top fundrais- 
er. The news of the federal 
subpoenas comes days be- 
fore Adams is set to attend 
next week’s Democratic 
National Convention. 
Prosecutors 
have 
been 
mum about the investiga- 
tion, but The Times reported 
in November that it had 
obtained a search warrant 
indicating that investigators 
were eyeing, among other 
things, whether the Adams 


campaign conspired with 
the Turkish government to 
receive 
donations 
from 
foreign sources, funneled 
through straw donors. 
The newspaper said the 
search warrant also re- 
quested information about 
Adams’ use of New York 
City’s matching funds pro- 
gram, which provides can- 
didates with an eightfold 
match of a city resident’s 
first donations. 
Adams has said he had “no 
knowledge, direct or other- 
wise, of any improper fund- 
raising activity.” 
Neither City Hall nor the 
mayor’s attorneys would 
say more about the sub- 
poenas, 
including 
what 
they seek. 
The Times and other news 
outlets have reported that 
the investigation also is ex- 
amining whether Adams 
while in a different city of- 
fice inappropriately tried 
to help the Turkish govern- 
ment get city approval to 
open a Manhattan build- 
ing housing diplomatic fa- 
cilities in 2021, despite con- 
cerns about the skyscrap- 
er’s fire safety systems. 
Adams was then Brooklyn’s 
borough president, an offi- 
cial with limited power over 
city government. But he 
was the Democratic nomi- 
nee for mayor and widely 
expected to win.q 


In this image released by Office of the New York Mayor, New York Mayor Eric Adams, right, is 
greeted as he visits the Turkish Consulate General building, background, after it was vandalized 
in New York, May 22, 2023. Others are unidentified. 


Associated Press 


Subpoenas issued to New York Mayor Eric Adams, City Hall and 
campaign in federal probe of 2021 run 


By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— A federal judge has 
struck down Missouri invest- 
ment regulations that Re- 
publican Secretary of State 
Jay Ashcroft had touted 
as way to expose finan- 
cial institutions that “put 
woke politics ahead of in- 
vestment returns.” The Mis- 
souri regulations, issued by 
Ashcroft’s office, infringed 
on the free speech rights 
of investment profession- 
als and are preempted by 
federal law, the court ruling 
said. The state’s most prom- 
inent business group on Fri- 


day praised the ruling as a 
triumph for free enterprise. 
The 
regulations 
“would 
have placed an unneces- 
sary burden on investment 
firms small and large doing 
business here in Missouri,” 
said Kara Corches, interim 
president and CEO of the 
Missouri Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry. 
Ashcroft, whose office en- 
forces state securities laws, 
issued rules in 2023 requiring 
investment professionals to 
get written consent from 
customers 
before 
incor- 
porating “a social objec- 
tive or other nonfinancial 
objective” into decisions 


about buying and selling 
securities. 
Ashcroft said he wanted 
to make people aware of 
investment firms using envi- 
ronmental, social and gov- 
ernance principals. 
When Ashcroft subsequent- 
ly announced his candi- 
dacy for governor in April 
2023, he touted his efforts 
to require banks and finan- 
cial advisors “to disclose 
to their clients when they 
make ESG investments that 
put woke politics ahead of 
investment returns.” 
Ashcroft finished third in the 
Aug. 6 Republican guber- 
natorial primary. q 


Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft speaks to reporters on 
June 29, 2022, at his Capitol office in Jefferson City, Mo. 
Associated Press 


Federal court strikes down Missouri investment rule targeted at 
`woke politics’ 
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FORT FRANCES, Ont. (AP) — A century-old rail lift bridge that crosses the U.S.-Canada 
border near the cities of International Falls, Minnesota, and Fort Frances, Ontario, has 
collapsed, and it’s unclear when the area will reopen to water traffic along the Rainy 
River. 
No trains were involved, and no one was injured in Wednesday’s collapse, according 
to the Minneapolis Star Tribune. The cause is under investigation. 
Some “biodegradable, non-toxic hydraulic oil” was released, but environmental 
crews have contained it and are working to recover the fluid, the Canadian National 
Railway said. 
Crews have begun repairs to the structure, which was built in 1908. It’s known as the 
Rainy River Rail Lift Bridge and the 5 Mile Bridge, and swings up to let traffic through on 
the river that forms the international border as it runs from Lake of the Woods to Rainy 
Lake.q 


By JULIA FRANKEL and 
AREF TUFAHA 
Associated Press 
JIT, West Bank (AP) — Israeli 
leaders on Friday roundly 
condemned a deadly set- 
tler rampage in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank, a 
rare Israeli denunciation of 
the settler violence grow- 
ing more common since 
the start of the Israel-Hamas 
war. 
The settler riot in the vil- 
lage of Jit, near the city of 
Nablus in the northern West 
Bank, killed one Palestinian 
and badly injured others 
late Thursday, Palestinian 
health officials said. 
Residents interviewed by 
The Associated Press said 
at least a hundred masked 
settlers entered the vil- 
lage, shot live ammunition 
at 
Palestinians, 
burned 
homes and cars and dam- 
aged water tankers. Video 
showed flames engulfing 
the small village, which resi- 
dents said was left to de- 
fend itself without military 
help for two hours. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu said he took the 
riots “seriously” and that Is- 
raelis who carried out crimi- 
nal acts would be pros- 
ecuted. He issued what 
appeared to be a call for 
settlers to stand down. 
“Those who fight terrorism 
are the IDF and the security 
forces, and no one else,” 
he said, using an acronym 
for the Israeli military. 
President Isaac Herzog also 
condemned the attack, as 
did Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant, who said the set- 


tlers had “attacked inno- 
cent people.” He added 
they did not “represent the 
values” of settler communi- 
ties. 
The Palestinians seek the 
West Bank, which Israel 
captured in the 1967 Mid- 
east war, as the heartland 
of a future state, a posi- 
tion with wide international 
backing. 
Rights groups say that ar- 
rests for settler violence 
are rare, and prosecutions 
even rarer. Israel’s left- 
leaning Haaretz newspa- 
per reported in 2022 that 
based on statistics from the 
Israeli police, charges were 
pressed in only 3.8% of cas- 
es of settler violence, with 
most cases being opened 
and closed without any ac- 


tion being taken. 
It was unclear why the 
Jit attack yielded such a 
strong rebuke from Israeli 
leaders. A similar settler 
riot in the village of Al-Mu- 
ghayyir in April went with- 
out comparable mention 
from the authorities. The Jit 
attack comes as Israel is 
under heightened interna- 
tional scrutiny over its role in 
cease-fire talks with Ameri- 
can, Qatari and Egyptian 
mediators in Doha, yet an- 
other attempt to broker an 
end to the 10-month-old 
war. 
The French foreign minis- 
ter and the British foreign 
secretary were also in Is- 
rael on Friday for meetings 
with diplomatic officials, 
and both condemned the 


attack. The EU’s foreign 
policy chief, Josep Borell, 
said he would propose EU 
sanctions against “violent 
settlers’ enablers, including 
some Israeli government’s 
members.” 
The U.S. has broadly con- 
demned settler violence 
and the expansion of Isra- 
el’s West Bank settlements. 
U.S. Ambassador Jack Lew 
wrote on the social media 
platform X on Friday that he 
was “appalled” by the at- 
tack, and the White House 
National Security Council 
called violent settler at- 
tacks “unacceptable.” 
“Israeli 
authorities 
must 
take measures to protect 
all communities from harm, 
this includes intervening to 
stop such violence, and 


holding all perpetrators of 
such violence to account,” 
it said in a statement. 
Other Israeli officials distin- 
guished between the set- 
tler attack on Jit and the 
larger 
Israeli 
settlement 
project, which the interna- 
tional community views as 
illegal under international 
law. 
Far-right Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich an ultra- 
nationalist settler who has 
turbocharged 
settlement 
expansion, railed against 
U.S. sanctions on violent 
settlers and previously de- 
fended violent settlers as 
heroes labeled the rioters 
“criminals” who were “in no 
way related to the settle- 
ment and the settlers.” 
“We are building and de- 
veloping settlements in a 
legal and official manner,” 
Smotrich wrote on X, add- 
ing that he “reject(s) any 
expression 
of 
anarchist 
criminal violence that has 
nothing to do with love for 
the land and the desire to 
settle in it.” 
Ultra-orthodox Israeli Inte- 
rior Minister Moshe Arbel 
called on Israel’s Shin Bet 
internal security agency to 
investigate those involved 
and said the riot ran against 
Jewish values and harmed 
the “settlement enterprise.” 
Since the Israel-Hamas war 
began on Oct. 7, violence 
has flared in the occupied 
territory. Palestinian health 
officials say 633 Palestin- 
ians, including 147 children 
and teenagers, have been 
killed by Israeli fire and over 
5,400 injured. q 


A Palestinian films a torched vehicle, seen the morning after a rampage by Israeli settlers in the 
West Bank village of Jit, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Settler rampage in West Bank sparks rare condemnation from 
Israeli leaders 


The Rainy River Rail Lift Bridge, also known as the 5 Mile Bridge, 
collapsed Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, near Fort Frances, 
Ontario, close to the U.S.-Canada border and Minnesota. 


Associated Press 


Rail bridge collapses on U.S.-Canada 
border 
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By MARÍA VERZA 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — More 
evidence 
has 
emerged 
that Mexican authorities 
disposed of the bodies of 
dissidents in “death flights” 
during the country’s 1965- 
1990 “dirty war. “ 
Mexico’s 
governmental 
Truth Commission said in a 
report Friday that recollec- 
tions by witnesses and doc- 
uments leaked over the 
years described the chilling 
last moments of the victims. 
The executions were part 
of an effort by the Mexican 
government at the time to 
eliminate leftist social and 
guerrilla movements. 
The victims, who have not 
been identified or count- 
ed, were pulled one by 
one to a bench at a mili- 
tary airfield near Acapulco. 
They believed they were 
going to have their pho- 
tographs taken, but were 
instead shot in the back of 
the head, and their bodies 
dumped by plane out in 
the Pacific ocean. 
According to testimony by 
Gustavo Tarín, who served 
in a military police unit at 
the time, the same pistol 
was used so often in the kill- 
ings that soldiers came up 
with a nickname for it: “the 
sword of justice.” 
Tarín said that as many as 
1,500 people may have 


been 
killed 
that 
way, 
though he provided no lists 
nor names of the victims. 
Some of the victims may 
have been dying, but not 
yet dead, when they were 
pushed out of the planes. 
Military aviation mechanic 
Margarito Monroy said he 
participated in 15 of the 
flights, and that female 
victims 
were 
sometimes 
offered release, or the re- 
lease of their husbands, if 
they had sex with soldiers, 
though he never saw any 


of them released. 
The truth commission lo- 
cated log books for about 
30 flights by one plane 
from the base between 
1975 and 1979. And in a 
two-decade-old 
witness 
statement from a man who 
claimed to be an armed 
forces deserter, another 25 
flights by another plane are 
mentioned. 
That statement, which had 
long been held in the ar- 
chives of a now-deceased 
rights activist, included a list 


of 183 names of likely vic- 
tims on the “death flights.” 
Several of those names 
match people who disap- 
peared during the govern- 
ment 
counter-insurgency 
campaign. 
Unlike 
the 
better-known 
case of the “death flights” 
carried out by Argentina’s 
1976-1983 military dictator- 
ship, little is known about 
the ones carried out by 
Mexico, mainly in the 1970s, 
from a small airbase at Pie 
de la Cuesta, just west of 


Acapulco. 
During a 2012-2017 trial, sur- 
vivors in Argentina testified 
that the flights took place 
at least weekly. 
The Argentine trial, at which 
29 former officials were 
sentenced to life in prison, 
proved that the Argentine 
dictatorship used “death 
flights” as a systematic 
mode of extermination. 
Argentina’s junta is widely 
considered the most dead- 
ly of the military dictator- 
ships that ruled much of 
Latin America in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Human rights 
groups 
estimate 
30,000 
were killed, many of whom 
disappeared 
without 
a 
trace. 
In Mexico, the less-wide- 
spread 
executions 
ap- 
peared to target small 
rural guerrilla movements 
in Guerrero state, where 
Acapulco is located. But 
a broad range of people 
were apparently swept up 
in the killings. 
The Mexican executions 
appeared a bit more ru- 
dimentary and less well- 
planned: fishermen in the 
area recalled seeing bod- 
ies wash up on shore, after 
which the military allegedly 
began placing them in 
sacks weighted down with 
rocks before tossing them 
into the ocean.q 


A visitor looks at an exhibit during the inauguration of a memorial to victims of Mexico’s “dirty 
war” at the former Federal Security headquarters where student protesters were taken in 1971 
following a violent crackdown in Mexico City, June 10, 2019. 
Associated Press 


Mexico’s truth commission reveals new evidence of ‘death flights’ 
during 1965-1990 ‘dirty war’ 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — China expressed its “very dramatic” alarm over a mid- 
range missile system that the U.S. military recently deployed to the Philippines, and 
warned it could destabilize the region. But Manila’s top diplomat said Friday he reas- 
sured his Chinese counterpart that the weaponry was only in the country temporarily. 
Philippine Foreign Secretary Enrique Manalo said his Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, ex- 
pressed China’s concern over the U.S. mid-range missile deployment to the Philippines 
during their talks last month in Laos on the sidelines of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations meetings with Asian and Western countries. 
“We discussed it and, well, they made it very dramatic,” Manalo said in response to 
questions during a news conference with foreign correspondents in Manila. “I said you 
shouldn’t be worried.” 
Pressed to specify what China’s specific concerns were, Manalo said Wang warned 
the presence of the U.S. missile system could be “destabilizing,” but the Philippine for- 
eign affairs chief said he disagreed. “They’re not destabilizing” and the missile system 
was only in the Philippines temporarily, Manalo said he told Wang. 
The U.S. Army said in April it transported the mid-range missile system, a land-based 
weapon that can fire the Standard Missile-6 and the Tomahawk Land Attack Missile, 
from the U.S. to the northern Philippines as part of combat exercises with Philippine 
troops.q 


In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a Chinese 
Coast Guard ship, right, uses its water cannons on a Philippine 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) vessel, as it 
approaches Scarborough Shoal in the disputed South China 
Sea, Dec. 9, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Philippines says China was `dramatically’ alarmed over U.S. 
missile system deployed to its north 
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Did you know about... 
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 2) 


(Oranjestad)—In Yesterday’s is- 
sue, we’ve provided some basic 
rules when driving on the four-lane 
highways and roundabouts on the 
island. Today, we want to offer you 
more tips and tricks when it comes 
to driving on the roads and high- 
ways of Aruba. 


Speed limit in certain areas 


As mentioned in yesterday’s issue, 
the legal minimum and maximum 
speed limit on the island is 50 and 
80 km/h respectively. However, 
there are some areas where it is 
mandated to drive up to a cer- 
tain speed. This is always indicated 
by a circular traffic sign with red 
border and the number 50 on it. 
Signs like these are always paired 


by a similar sign with the number 
crossed out further down the road. 
This means that the mandate for 
this speed is now over; you may in- 
crease your velocity. Red borders 
on traffic sign—whether it’s a circle 
or triangle—usually signal a warn- 
ing, prohibition or preference. 


Besides the “50” sign, you may also 


encounter a traffic sign that says 
“bebouwde kom”. These can be 
found in San Nicolas and Oranjes- 
tad. Bebouwde kom sings are rect- 
angular and blue, and essentially 
tell you that you are in a heavily in- 
habited area. The maximum speed 
limit in a bebouwde kom is 50 km/h. 
Just like the previous pair, bebou- 
wde kom signs are also paired with 
a similar sign crossed out. 


Priority signs 
On the main roads of Aruba (not 
the highways), you may see a 
yellow, squared sign with a white 
border. This sign tells you that on 
this road, you have priority and all 
other traffic should yield to you. This 
sign can be seen in Savaneta for 
example. So, if you are driving on 
the main road in Savaneta going 
to San Nicolas, you are driving on 
a single long road, and other cars 
that want to get on this main road 
or cross it, either from an intersec- 
tion or from a dirt road, must all 
wait until traffic on the main road 
is clear. In other words, you do not 
have to stop for them. This sign too 
has a counter part that indicates 
that your priority is over. 


Another priority sign you may en- 
counter is a triangle sign with a red 
border and something that looks 
like a cross. You’ll see this sign in 
an intersection. The general rule of 
thumb for crossing an intersection 
that do not contain traffic lights, 
roundabouts, sign or arrows on the 
road, is to always yield for traffic on 
your right. However, if you encoun- 
ter this sign on your side of the inter- 
section, you have priority over the 
other cars, even the one on your 
right. 


However, be careful not to con- 
fuse this sign with a similar up-side 
down triangle, also found on inter- 
sections. This sign is a prohibition 
sign, telling you that you have to 
stop and give other cars priority. Of 
course you also have a “stop” sign 
that mean the same thing. The stop 
sign is generally used for tricky inter- 
sections with minimal view of oppo- 
site incoming traffic. 


These are some of the basic rules 
that you would have to know if 
you decide to drive on the island. 
These are of course other traffic 
signs, and we recommend you visit 
aruba-travelguide.com for an ex- 
tensive overview of all traffic signs 
used on Aruba.q 


Picture credits: aruba-travelguide.com 


bebouwde kom 
end bebouwde kom 
end priority 


end speed limit 
intersection priority 
priority 


speed limit 
stop sign 
triangle stop sign 
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Alto Vista chapel and its link to Aruba’s origins 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored a loyal visitor at Marriott Aruba Surf Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing a Distinguished Visitor 


of Aruba. The honoree was respec- 
tively honored with a certificate for 
her years of visits, loyalty, and love 


for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is pre- 
sented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of apprecia- 
tion and to say “Masha Danki” to 
guests who have visited Aruba 10, 
20, or 35 years or more consecu- 
tively. 


The three levels of honor are as fol- 
lows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
The honoree was: 
Distinguished Visitor 
Ms. Heather Krause from Williams- 
ville New York, United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems representing 


the Aruba Tourism Authority, and 
staff members of Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club bestowed the certificate 
upon the honoree, presented her 
with gifts, and thanked her for 
choosing Aruba as her favorite va- 
cation destination, as her home 
away from home. 


The top reasons for returning to 
Aruba provided by the honoree 
was: 
•	 
Aruba’s	people. 
•	 
Aruba’s	beaches. 
•	 
Aruba’s	weather. 
•	 
Aruba’s	restaurants. 
•	 
	“The	lazy	river” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, we would like to express 
our sincere gratitude and appre- 
ciation to the honoree for her con- 
tinued visits to the “One Happy Is- 
land”. q 


According to Etnia Nativa, in the 18th 
century most of the inhabitants of 
Aruba were indigenous who lived 
on the north coast, one of the larg- 
est communities lived in Alto Vista. 


As they were very religious, they had 
a chief with the name of Antonio Sil- 
vester who guided them in the Chris- 
tian life and it was he who decided 
to build a stone chapel with a roof 
of corn rods, which would serve as a 
place of prayer. In 1750 it was blessed 
by Father Algamesi who came from 
Coro-Venezuela	and	appointed	Do- 
mingo	Antonio	Silvester	as	the	island’s	 
first prosecutor in the name of the 
Spanish crown and Rome. In 1752 the 
prosecution passed into the hands of 
Antonio	Silvester’s	son-in-law,	Miguel	 
Álvarez,	who	continued	to	guide	the	 
parishioners in their prayers. 


According to the book, The History 
of Alto Vista by R.H. Nooyen, it is 
not known when Domingo Antonio 


Silvester came to Aruba from Ven- 
ezuela.	The	elders	believe	Antonio	 
was a Spaniard. In 1780, father Jo- 
seph Antonio de la Vegal called Ber- 
nardino	Silvester,		one	of	Antonio’s	 
sons with his wife Anna Cathalina 
Tromp, “neighbors and naturals of 
the island Aruba” and thus they be- 
came natives. 


At the end of the eighteen century 
many inhabitants the island died as 
a result of the black fever epidemic 
and since people believed that the 
Alto Vista area was the most infected, 
they began to build their homes fur- 
ther south within the Noord area, so 
the town of Noord began to grow 
into a community till getting its own 
Church. However religious festivals 
continued to be celebrated at this 
sacred native place, with the custom 
of arriving in procession to Alto Vista. 


Two-hundred years after the beauti- 
ful time of Alto Vista, people can no 


longer see much of the town of Alto 
Vista from 1750. With a lot of work 
they found the old foundations of the 
Church of the Queen of the Holiest 
Rosary to build a new chapel on the 
same place. The entire surrounding 
area was empty and desolated, 
making it hard to imagine that Alto 
Vista was a town at all. A hundred 
years later, people can see the re- 
mains of around twenty houses, some 
made of stone and others of clay. 
Nowadays, only around six of these 
houses remain. 


South of the chapel in the yard two 
graves can be observed, there was 
the cemetery which father Pablo de 
Algemesi blessed. It is not certain, but 
it is believed that the two graves be- 
long to Antonio Silvester and Miguel 
Alvares, according to Nooyen. About 
50 meters near the chapel there are 
still the markings of an old house, 
where Antonio and Bernardino Sil- 
vester would have lived. About 200 


meters from the chapel there is a 
water tank which the locals call Tanki 
Cacique. In the past this tank was 
closed. But mostly water was brought 
out	from	the	Poz	di	Noord,	a	well	dug	 
in the sand. 


The chapel can be viewed from basi- 
cally any point in the north side, even 
from Paradera and Sero Plat. All the 
historical remains around the chapel 
provide us with an idea on how the 
old people of Alto Vista used to live. 
Don’t	miss	the	opportunity	to	visit	a	 
place of historical significance with 
a	window	to	Aruba’s	past.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Divi Dutch Village! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Emerald Ambassadors 
of Aruba. The honorees were re- 
spectively honored with a certifi- 
cate for their years of visits, loyalty, 
and love for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is pre- 
sented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of apprecia- 
tion and to say “Masha Danki” to 
guests who have visited Aruba 10, 
20, or 35 years or more consecu- 
tively. 


The three levels of honor are as fol- 
lows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Emerald Ambassadors 
Mr. Vincent & Mrs. Davee Lifrieri 
from Ronkonkoma New York, Unit- 
ed States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems representing 
the Aruba Tourism Authority, and 
staff members of Divi Dutch Village 
bestowed the certificate upon the 
honorees, presented them with 
gifts, and thanked them for choos- 
ing Aruba as their favorite vacation 
destination, as their home away 
from home. 


The top reasons for returning to 
Aruba provided by the honorees 
were: 
•	 
Aruba’s	people. 
•	 
Aruba	is	very	safe. 
•	 
Aruba’s	weather	&	beach- 
es. 
•	 
Aruba’s	restaurants. 
•	 
“Family	 
of	 
repeat	 
time	 


share owners” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, we would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and appreciation 


to the honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Blackstone Beach 


(Oranjestad)—Named 
af- 
ter its most recognizable 
feature, 
the 
Blackstone 
Beach almost represents 
the opposite of the typical 
Aruban beaches. For one, 
it has black sand and is 
covered in black smooth 


stones. Secondly, it lies on 
the northern side of the is- 
land, away from the white 
sandy beaches of in the 
southern region. So, if you 
feel up for something differ- 
ent—or if it’s opposite day, 
visit the Blackstone Beach. 


Blackstone Beach shows 
the more natural side of 
Aruba: the stones that cov- 
er the beaches and the 
shape of it has been craft- 
ed for thousand years via 
volcanic eruptions, coral 
reef movements and wave 
activity of the rural northern 
part of the island. 
Located further east to the 
Natural Bridge and Andi- 
curi Beach, the Blackstone 
Beach is relatively easy 
to access. Once you get 
passed	 the	 Ayo	 Rock	 For- 
mation, take the Andicuri 
road leading up to Andicuri 
Beach. There, you can park 
your car and take a 1km 
hike towards Blackstone 
Beach. 
This beach forms part of the 


Arikok National Park and is 
therefore a site that is pre- 
served. This is why it is also 
relatively 
untouched 
by 
commercial influences. De- 
spite being called a beach, 
do note that it is not ad- 
vised to swim in the water, 
as the current is very strong 


and can easily stray you 
further in the wild ocean. 
However, you can still en- 
joy a spectacular view of 
the stones and the northern 
ocean that stretches out 
in front of the beach and 
take a picture with your 
friends or family!q 
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Article by: Etnia Nativa 


Etnia Nativa is close to the high rise hotels 


Whatsapp us +297 592 2702 and book 
your Aruban exprerience 


Episode CXLVI - 146 Aruba’s medicinal plants 


Our goal at Etnia Nativa is 
to raise cultural awareness, 
promoting education and 
to safeguard our heritage 
as the sacred mother seed 
for renewal and reinven- 
tion, guiding you to be- 
come the next and a new 
guardian of Aruba. 


Trough thousands of years 
cultures of the ancient 
world experimented with 
the 
healing 
power 
of 
plants. Regaining ones vital 
powers and health whas 
essential for any groups sur- 
vival. Plants where consid- 
ered the main source from 
where to extract healing 
powers due to their chemi- 
cal 
compositions 
con- 
tained in leaves, flowers, 
stem or root, fruits and saps. 
Through different prepara- 
tion methods, they could 


prepair different potions 
which in many cases still 
are being applied to treat 
various ailments. This could 
be of a simple headache 
to more serious ailments. 


Today we see that me- 
dicinal plants and ancient 
knowlidge are an intricate 
part of pharmaceutical re- 
search, whether it is for the 
benefit of man kind or the 
contrary. 


The use of plants for medi- 
cine dates back to ancient 
times and civilizations. Evi- 
dence of the used of me- 
dicinal herbs in Egypt dates 
back to around 1550 BC, 
as did the Greeks in the 
16th century BC. Healing 
plannts were also common 
during the Middle Ages. In 
the 19th and 20th centuries, 
folk knowledge of medici- 
nal plants where passed 
from generation to genera- 
tion, attributing the prac- 
tice mainly women healers, 
who appliying plans and 
herbs to treat common dis- 
eases and ailments. 


For an infusion, the active 
ingredients of the plant 
are dissolved in water by 
boiling it in to a drink. If it 
need to be applied to an 
external affected area, the 
part of the plant that con- 


tains the healing properties 
is crushed and applied. A 
direct way to ingest certain 
medicinal herbs is to eat 
them, for example, in a sal- 
ad, like a tea or mixed into 
a syrups or honey. Plants 
can also be mashed in to 
a mortar mixed with oils of 
certain seeds in order to be 
aplied on wounds or skin 
deseses. In our case acient 
Aruban cultures have also 
applied a wide variety of 
medicinal plants to treat 
their ilneses. 


Following I wil share some 
of the most comon plant 
that an native aruban will 
use with out any hasita- 
tion when for example sor 
throat is thretening or as 
and agent against the poi- 
sonous nature of the sting- 
ing hairs of Jatropha urens 
or Bringa mosa* ( * Papia- 
mento). 


For a sore throat local peo- 
ple will go in to the country 
side to look for Roots of The 
Seida* Jatropha gossypi- 
ifolia. This is cleaned and 
boiled in to gargela potion, 
allowed to cool and gar- 
gled with excellent results 
and quickly relieves the un- 
comfortable sore throat. 


Another plant that is often 
used for asthma is Datura 


metel, commonly known in 
our Papiamentu language 
as "Yerba stinky*". Oddly 
enough, but popular his- 
tory tells that the leaves of 
this plant are smoked to 
cleanse the lungs. 
If you love Aruba its origins 
and its cultural heritage, be 
part of the exclusive visitors 
of this cozy home-atelier 
called “Etnia Nativa”. This 


private residential houses 
collections of native art, 
archaeological 
artifacts 
and historic furniture, while 
the facilities themselves are 
the result of the transfor- 
mation of recycled mate- 
rials. Meet the acclaimed 
columnist at home! Book 
your visit Whatsapp + 297 
592 2702- or mail: etniana- 
tiva03@gmail.com. q 


Aruba’s Bocas: home to the rarest fossil reefs on the planet! 


(Oranjestad)—If you’ve been 
to the northern coast of Aru- 
ba already, you’ve probably 
noticed how the ground dif- 
fers entirely from the sandy 
beaches on the southern 
part of the island. These hard 
surfaces, with sharp bumps 
and holes are actually fos- 
silized coral reefs, of which 
its growth and changes can 
be traced back to the last 
glacial period. 


On May 30 2023, geosci- 
entists, Dr. Patrick Boyden 
from the Marum research 
faculty at the University of 
Bremen, Prof. dr. Alessio Ro- 
vere from the Ca' Foscari Uni- 
versity of Venice and Prof. 
dr. Gianfranco Scicchitano, 


from the University of Bari 
Aldo Moro, presented their 
research on these fossilized 
coral reefs at the University 
of Aruba. Their focus for their 
research included study- 
ing the health and forma- 
tion patterns of these coral 
reefs, and to investigate how 
these reefs have responded 


and can respond to fluctu- 
ating sea levels or extreme 
weather, like hurricanes and 
tsunamis. 


Through underwater and 
land surveillance, and 3D 
models of the reefs, they 
were able to narrow down 
when these formations start- 


ed to take place. They were 
also able to track the fluc- 
tuation of sea levels during 
the past hundred or even 
thousands of years, and the 
effects that this fluctuation 
has had on the coral reefs of 
the windward side of Aruba. 


These findings can certainly 
put things into perspective. 
The ground on which we 
have walked many times 
in the northern part of the 
island hold such rich history, 
history that dates back to 
a time that most of us can- 
not even imagine. As the 
scientists themselves have 
pointed out, these fossilized 
reefs on the windward side 
are truly an incredible and 


rare remnant of geologi- 
cal history, as they provide 
a clear view of how these 
reefs have formed. 


This research is also important 
for the future of coral reefs on 
the island. By studying rising 
sea levels and climate im- 
pact on these coral reefs, we 
are able to take concrete 
action in protecting and pre- 
serving our coral reefs. So, if 
you are ever visiting one of 
the bocas or driving along 
the northern part of the is- 
land, please be conscious 
to help protect our natural 
historical remnant. Oh, and 
wear (coral-friendly) sun- 
screen! q 
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Ever heard of the cah’i orgel? 
A key instrument in Aruban folklore music 


Meet our Aruban trailblazers: 
Padu Lampe 


(Oranjestad)—This 
week 
we 
remember 
one 
of 
our most beloved Aru- 
ban giant, Juan Chabaya 
Lampe—better known as 
Padu Lampe or Padu del 
Caribe. As one of the most 
important and renowned 
artists in the Aruban cultural 
sphere, Padu’s long career 
led him to be honored to- 
day as “the father of cul- 
ture.” 


On April 26th, 1920, Juan 
Chabaya Lampe “Padu 
Lampe/Padu del Caribe” 
was born in Nassaustraat, 
Oranjestad. He grew up in 
a happy musical environ- 
ment, and it is because of 
this that he developed a 
love for music. Starting from 
the age of 12, he was ag- 
ile in the clarinet, mandolin 
and cuatro. Henry Lampe, 
his father, was also a well- 
known pianist and musi- 
cian. 
In a publication of the infor- 
mative seminar, “Observ- 
er”, from august 1st, 1962, 
Padu’s many merits and 
friendly personality stood 
out. It was said that he was 
an excellent pianist with a 
personal style and full of 
surprises. Secondly, though 
the composer was not too 
familiar with music theory, 


he showed innovations in 
his 
compositions. 
Lastly, 
Padu was a promoter of 
Creole music around the 
world. 
One of the most important 
moments in Aruban history, 
in which he was able to wit- 


ness first-hand, was the first 
radio broadcast on the is- 
land on March 20th, 1954. 
Here, he was accompa- 
nied by Antillean guitarist 
Julian Coco and Hubert 
“Loi” Booi. 


In the art world, Padu was 
also a known painter. Dur- 
ing his youth, he made 
several painting using his 
unique style. In 1939, he 
participated in an art ex- 
hibit in New York, where he 
won a bronze medal for his 
painting “Typical View of 
Aruba.” 
Padu remained a popular 
artist within the Dutch Antil- 
les and the Caribbean as a 
pianist, singer, author and 
painter. Padu Lampe was 
a local artist who became 
renowned in Venezuela, 
Colombia, The U.S. and 
The Netherlands too. In the 
1950s, he sold no less than 
50 thousand copies of his 
long-playing albums (LPs). 
Padu Lampe was a multi- 
faceted artist, inspired by 
his interest in parapsychol- 
ogy and supernatural phe- 
nomenon. He wrote three 
books in Papiamento on 
the subject in 1986, which 
was published by the Aru- 
ban National Printing Press 
with sponsorship provided 


by the Prince Bernhard 
Funds Netherlands Antilles. 
Besides that, Padu passed 
his exam on “Society to Ad- 
vanced Ethical Hypnosis” 
in 1964 in New Jersey. He 
received a certificate as 
a hypnotechnician, which 
gave him the authority to 
practice hypnosis in some 
states. 
Over the course of his ca- 
reer, he received many 
accolades and awards in 
Aruba, Curacao, Venezu- 
ela and the Netherlands. 
Padu del Caribe passed 
away on November 29th, 
2019, at the age of 99 years 
old. Padu brought the Aru- 
ban culture around the 
world. His legacy will re- 
main ingrained in the Aru- 
ban cultural history, and 
he will be known forever as 
one of the most influential 
trailblazers of our commu- 


nity. 
Padu will always be in 
Aruba’s 
heart, 
because 
he had composed various 
special songs dedicated 
to the mothers of the is- 
land; his song “Sonrisa di un 
baby” (“A baby’s Smile”) 
has been written in three 
different languages. Padu 
also wrote our national an- 
them “Aruba Dushi Tera”, 
along with Mr. Rufo Wever. 
This song was approved by 
the government of Aruba 
and was named the offi- 
cial anthem of the island in 
1976. 


Other 
songs 
that 
have 
been considered as being 
almost a second anthem 
for Arubans is the special 
composition he wrote for 
his wife Daisy Croes called 
“Abo 
so”. 
Daisy 
later 
passed away in 1994.q 


(Oranjestad)—The cah’i orgel music box is an 
important and unique instrument that is used on 
the ABC islands in the Dutch Caribbean. This in- 
strument is a staple in our folklore music, and its 
significance in the traditions of Aruba has and 


continues to bring together the old and young. 


The origin of the cah’i orgel is said to have 
come from Europe around 150 years ago. A 
cross breed between the barrel piano and 
the organ, the most popular stories said that 
the instrument came from either England or 
Germany, but made its way to Italy down to 
Venezuela, where in 1881, Mr. Horatio Sprock 
(1866-1949) from Curacao was first introduced 
to it. After that, Sprock made his own cah’i or- 
gel “Josefina”, and successfully debuted it on 
the streets of Barquisimeto. Back in Curacao, he 
started his own cah’i orgel business along with 
his brother Luis. In Aruba, it is said that the cah’i 
orgel was introduced by Rufo Wever, who later 
in his career became one of the composers for 
the Aruban national anthem. 


Rufo Wever was a young musician in 1937 when 
he established his own cah’i orgel business on 
the island. Before that he experimented with 
his uncle’s cah’i orgel, and he over the years 
he learned to build and repair the instrument. 
In fact, he was incredibly skilled in this, and he 


was one of the few to have recognized from 
the start that the cah’i orgel is an instrument 
that needs preserving. 


As mentioned, the cah’i orgel is a music box. 
made from mahogany wood, it contains a cyl- 
inder with a maximum of eight music pieces. By 
rotating the lever on the front side of the box, 
the cah’i orgel produces music similar to that of 
a piano, and is accompanied often by some- 
one else playing the “wiri”, a percussion instru- 
ment made out of steel and reminiscent to the 
Spanish guiro. Back then, you would often also 
find someone playing the triangle alongside 
the cah’i orgel and wiri. In Aruba, the cah’i or- 
gel and wiri is used for traditional music genres, 
such as the Aruban waltz, tumba, mazurka and 
more. q 


Fun fact: another name for the cah’i orgel 
is the “tingilingi box.” 


Source: “E Cilinder Magico entre Aruba y Curaçao” 
by Marilyn Alcalá-Wallé, Herta Parabirsing-Balentina 
and Nidia Rosaria-Wallé. 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Cruise ship Schedule: August 6 - 27 2024 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber : tel.582 1780 
San Nicolas: 
Seroe Preto:tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext 104 


Contact: 
stephanier@conciergerealty.com 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Broker: Stephanie Reidel 


www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $34,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $23,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $21,500 
2 Bed Garden view $16,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $32,000 
WK 51 Ocean view $65,000 
WK 52 Ocean View $65,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $12,500 
2 Bed Garden view $10,000 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $45,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $29,000 
1 Bed Ocean front $21,000 
1 Bed Ocean View $17,000 
GOLD SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $20,500 
2 Bed Ocean view $15,000 
1 Bed Oceanfront $13,000 
1 Bed Ocean View $11,500 


** Destination Points $5.00 per 
point 


TikTok compares itself to foreign-owned American 
news outlets as it fights forced sale or ban 


By HAELUYA HADERO 
AP Business Writer 
TikTok on Thursday pushed 
back against U.S. govern- 
ment arguments that the 
popular social media plat- 
form is not shielded by the 
First Amendment, compar- 
ing its platform to promi- 
nent 
American 
media 
organizations owned by 
foreign entities. 
Last month, the Justice De- 
partment argued in a legal 
brief filed in a Washing- 
ton federal appeals court 
that neither TikTok's China- 
based parent company, 


ByteDance, nor the plat- 
form's global and U.S. arms 
— TikTok Ltd. and TikTok 
Inc. — were entitled to First 
Amendment 
protections 
because they are "foreign 
organizations 
operating 
abroad" or owned by one. 
TikTok 
attorneys 
have 
made the First Amendment 
a key part of their legal 
challenge to the federal 
law requiring ByteDance to 
sell TikTok to an approved 
buyer or face a ban. 
On Thursday, they argued 
in a court document that 
TikTok's U.S. arm doesn't for- 


feit its constitutional rights 
because it is owned by a 
foreign entity. They drew 
a parallel between TikTok 
and well-known news out- 
lets such as Politico and 
Business Insider, both of 
which are owned by Ger- 
man publisher Axel Spring- 
er SE. They also cited For- 
tune, a business magazine 
owned by Thai business- 
man Chatchaval Jiarava- 
non. 
"Surely the American com- 
panies that publish Politico, 
Fortune, and Business Insid- 
er do not lose First Amend- 
ment protection because 
they have foreign owner- 
ship," the TikTok attorneys 
wrote, arguing that "no 
precedent" supports what 
they called "the govern- 
ment's dramatic rewriting 
of what counts as protect- 
ed speech." 
In a redacted court filing 
made last month, the Jus- 
tice Department argued 
ByteDance 
and 
TikTok 
haven't raised valid free 


speech claims in their chal- 
lenge against the law, say- 
ing the measure addresses 
national security concerns 
about TikTok's ownership 
without targeting protect- 
ed speech. 
The Biden administration 
and TikTok had held talks 
in recent years aimed at 
resolving the government's 
concerns. But the two sides 
failed to reach a deal.q 


A TikTok sign is displayed on their building in Culver City, Calif., 
March 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Senate 
Majority 
Leader 
Chuck 
Schumer will have a book 
out next winter that draws 
in part upon his own life 
and religious faith for what 
he calls a “warning” about 
antisemitism. 
Grand 
Central 
Publish- 
ing, a division of Hachette 
Book Group, announced 
Wednesday that Schum- 
er’s “Antisemitism in Amer- 
ica” will be released Feb. 
18. The 73-year-old Schum- 
er, a Democrat from New 
York, will trace his journey 


from Brooklyn in the 1960s 
to Harvard in the ‘70s to his 
decades in Washington, in- 
cluding the Jan. 6 siege in 
2021. 
Schumer 
also 
will 
write 
about the recent wave of 
conspiracy theories about 
Jews and attacks against 
synagogues 
and 
Jewish 
students. 
“If America fails to under- 
stand the context and 
history of antisemitism, if 
America’s darker impulses 
ultimately 
overwhelm 
its 
better angels, an age-old 
truth will prove true once 
again: that antisemitism in- 


evitably leads to violence 
against Jews and a rise 
in bigotry in our society at 
large. 
Jewish Americans never 
thought it could happen 
here in America,” he said in 
a statement. 
“Now, for the first time, 
they’re worried it could. As 
the Irish writer Conor Cruise 
O’Brien once said, ‘anti- 
semitism is a light sleeper.’” 
Schumer previously wrote, 
with Daniel Squadron, “Pos- 
itively American: Winning 
Back the Middle Class One 
Family at a Time,” which 
came out in 2007.q 


BY MARIA SHERMAN 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Pop 
powerhouses, 
American 
classics, British artists and 
the estates of deceased 
legends many musicians 
have objected to Donald 
Trump using their songs at 
campaign events. 
After a video of Celine 
Dion performing her hit 
“My Heart Will Go On” was 
broadcast at a Trump cam- 
paign rally in Bozeman, 
Montana 
last 
weekend, 
the response from her team 
was swift. 
“In no way is this use autho- 
rized, and Celine Dion does 
not endorse this or any simi- 
lar use,” a statement post- 
ed on social media read. 
“…And really, THAT song?” 
Dion joins a long list of per- 
formers who’ve objected 
to Trump using their songs. 
Ahead of the 2020 election, 
that included Bruce Spring- 
steen, Rihanna, Phil Collins, 
Pharrell, John Fogerty, Neil 
Young, Eddy Grant, Panic! 
at the Disco, R.E.M. and 
Guns N’ Roses. 
It also includes the estates 
of deceased performers, 
too, like Leonard Cohen, 
Tom Petty and Prince, as 
well as English acts from 
across the pond, like the 
Rolling Stones, the Beatles 
and Adele. 
However, Trump has ob- 
tained the cosign from a 


few celebrity musicians, in- 
cluding Kid Rock and Lee 
Greenwood, known for his 
patriotic 
anthem, 
“God 
Bless the USA.” Also heard 
at Trump’s rally Thursday in 
Asheville, North Carolina: 
“Y.M.C.A.” by the Village 
People. 
Who has recently rebuked 
the use of their songs by the 
Trump campaign? 
Since the 2020 election, 
several artists have object- 
ed to the use of their music 
at Trump rallies. The Smiths’ 
“Please, 
Please, 
Please 
Let Me Get What I Want” 
played at a few Trump 
events, including a rally in 


Rapid City, South Dakota 
last September and in Jan- 
uary of this year at a rally 
in Laconia, New Hamp- 
shire. On X, the Smiths’ gui- 
tarist Johnny Marr wrote, 
“Ahh…right…OK. I never 
in a million years would’ve 
thought this could come 
to pass. Consider this shut 
right down right now.” 
In 2022, David Porter, one 
of the songwriters behind 
Sam and Dave’s “Hold On, 
I’m Coming,” tweeted “Hell 
to the NO!” after learn- 
ing Trump used the song 
at an NRA rally. (In 2017, it 
should be pointed out, Sam 
Moore of Sam and Dave 


performed “America the 
Beautiful” at a pre-inaugu- 
ration concert for Trump.) 
Fast forward to Monday, 
when the son of the late 
soul singer Isaac Hayes, 
whose 
father 
co-wrote 
“Hold On, I’m Coming,” 
announced on social me- 
dia that he and his family 
have threatened legal ac- 
tion against Trump “for 134 
counts copyright infringe- 
ment for the unauthorized 
use of the song ‘Hold On 
I’m Coming’ at campaign 
rallies from 2022-2024.” 
Can artists legally object 
to their songs being used in 
political campaigns? 


Yes, however, artists rare- 
ly have full control over 
where, when, and how 
their music is played. Per- 
forming rights organizations 
that represent most rec- 
ognizable recorded music 
ASCAP and BMI require po- 
litical campaigns to obtain 
licenses that allow them to 
use large troves of songs 
from their vast catalogs. 
That 
means 
a 
political 
campaign does not have 
to do individual negotia- 
tions over every song used. 
If a political license is ac- 
quired, artists can object 
to its use, and the song is 
pulled from the license. 
The issue, of course, is that 
not every campaign im- 
mediately honors those re- 
quests. 
And it is important to note 
that these political licenses 
go beyond a public perfor- 
mance license, which al- 
lows venues to play copy- 
righted music. 
What are some other ex- 
amples of artists objecting 
to the use of their songs in 
campaigns? 
Continuing 
with 
“Hold 
On, I’m Coming”: In 2008, 
Moore asked former Presi- 
dent Barack Obama, then 
still a candidate, to stop 
using the song. He didn’t 
want it to be considered 
an 
endorsement. 
They 
complied.q 


This combination of photos show, top row from left, Adele, Leonard Cohen, Phil Collins, John 
Fogerty and Tom Petty, bottom row from left, Pharrell, Prince, Rihanna, Bruce Springsteen and Neil 
Young. 


Associated Press 


Artists who object to Trump using their songs from Celine Dion and 
Isaac Hayes’ estate: How it works 


This combination of photos shows cover art for “Antisemitism in 
America: A Warning” by Sen. Chuck Schumer, left, and Schumer 
speaking at a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington on 
March 12, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer’s ‘Antisemitism in America’ 
to be published next winter 
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By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Matthew Judon wanted a 
new contract and ended 
up on a new team with a 
better chance of winning. 
Brandon Aiyuk isn’t in a sim- 
ilar situation. 
Aiyuk has been holding- 
in with the San Francisco 
49ers, waiting for a lucra- 
tive deal or a trade. If the 
star wide receiver goes 
somewhere else — the 
Steelers appear to be the 
top option — his chances 
of winning a Super Bowl 
decrease. 
Judon, the four-time Pro 
Bowl 
edge 
rusher, 
was 
traded from New England 
to Atlanta on Wednesday. 
He went from a rebuild- 
ing team expected to fin- 
ish last in the AFC East to a 
revamped Falcons squad 
that can win the NFC South. 
The 49ers came close to 
hoisting the Vince Lombar- 
di trophy last season before 
losing to the Kansas City 
Chiefs in overtime. They’re 
favorites to win the NFC, 
according 
to 
BetMGM 
Sportsbook. 
So, going anywhere other 
than Kansas City is a down- 
grade for Aiyuk and the 
Chiefs aren’t in position to 


make this type of block- 
buster. 
Aiyuk isn’t the only big-time 
receiver mired in a contract 
dispute. 
All-Pro 
CeeDee 
Lamb is holding out from 
Dallas and Ja’Marr Chase 
is a hold-in with Cincinnati. 
The 49ers have an even 
more 
pressing 
contract 
stalemate. Three-time All- 
Pro left tackle Trent Williams 


is holding out and they 
need him to protect Brock 
Purdy’s blind side. 
Overall, the 49ers are load- 
ed with offensive talent led 
by All-Pros Christian McCaf- 
frey and George Kittle and 
do-it-all 
wideout 
Deebo 
Samuel. 
Still, Aiyuk is an integral part 
of a dynamic attack. The 
2020 first-round pick has 


thrived in San Francisco’s 
offense since Purdy be- 
came the starting quar- 
terback. He has eight 100- 
yard receiving games in 
26 games catching passes 
from Purdy. 
Aiyuk had three 100-yard 
receiving 
games 
in 
45 
games with other QBs. 
First-round pick Ricky Pears- 
all was drafted to poten- 


tially replace Aiyuk, but he 
hasn’t been able to stay 
healthy in training camp. 
While Williams isn’t going 
anywhere, Aiyuk’s future 
in San Francisco is more 
uncertain. NFL Network re- 
ported this week that the 
49ers and Steelers have 
agreed 
on 
compensa- 
tion for a trade. The only 
thing holding up a deal is 
the fact general manager 
John Lynch, coach Kyle 
Shanahan and everyone 
else in San Francisco know 
the 49ers are a better team 
right now with Aiyuk. 
“Brandon is a great player, 
so it’s real hard to be bet- 
ter when you lose a great 
player,” Shanahan said last 
week. “So we have to look 
into anything, we have to 
understand the situation 
we’re in, what that looks 
like. And that does take 
time. So hopefully it’ll all 
work out best for him and 
best for us in the long run.” 
Aiyuk is slated to earn $14.1 
million this season on his 
fifth-year option. 
He’s watched 10 receiv- 
ers sign contracts worth 
at least $70 million this off- 
season led by Justin Jeffer- 
son’s four-year, $140 million 
extension.q 


By JOE REEDY 
AP Sports Writer 
EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) — If 
Colin Kaepernick wants to 
join the Los Angeles Char- 
gers, it will not be until next 
year at the earliest. 
And it will only be as a 
member of Jim Harbaugh’s 
coaching staff. 
“I love Colin, but he’s not 
going to be on the coach- 
ing staff, which is set for this 
year. And he’s not going to 
be playing on the roster ei- 
ther,” Harbaugh said after 
Thursday’s practice. 
Harbaugh who coached 
Kaepernick in San Fran- 
cisco from 2011 through 
‘14 told USA Today Sports 
earlier this week that he 
reached out to Kaepernick 
about joining his Chargers’ 
staff shortly after being 
named coach on Jan. 24. 
Harbaugh said on Thursday 


that it wasn’t the first time 
he has touched base with 
Kaepernick about coach- 
ing, and that he mentioned 
it a couple times when he 
was the coach at Michi- 
gan. 
“I have thought that for a 
long time. Just the respect 
that I have for the football 
mind he has and the foot- 
ball man that he is,” said 
Harbaugh 
when 
asked 
what made him think Kae- 
pernick would make a 
good coach. “(Late Raid- 
ers owner) Al Davis saw 
something in me that made 
him think I would be a good 
coach, and I see those 
same qualities in Colin. If it 
is something he chooses.” 
Kaepernick, who turns 37 
on Nov. 3, has not played 
in an NFL game since Jan. 
1, 2017, after he began 
kneeling on the sideline at 


games during the national 
anthem to protest social in- 
justice and police brutality. 
Kaepernick who played six 
seasons with San Francisco 
after being a second-round 
pick in 2011 still has hopes 
though of playing again. 
He told Britain’s “Sky Sports 
News” during the recent 
Paris Olympics that he is still 
training. 
“It’s something I’ve trained 
my whole life for, so to be 
able to step back on the 
field, I think that would be 
a major moment, a major 
accomplishment for me,” 
Kaepernick said. “I think I 
could bring a lot to a team 
and help them win a cham- 
pionship.” 
Kaepernick had a 29-16 
record as a starter, includ- 
ing the playoffs, when Har- 
baugh was his coach. Af- 
ter Harbaugh left to go to 


Michigan, Kaepernick’s re- 
cord was 3-17. 
Kaepernick was the starting 
QB in Super Bowl 47 against 
Baltimore. 
He was 16 of 28 for 302 
yards with a touchdown 
and also ran for a score in 


San Francisco’s 34-31 loss. 
Harbaugh has three play- 
ers he coached in San 
Francisco on his Chargers 
staff NaVorro Bowman, 
Jonathan Goodwin and 
Will Tukuafu.q 



San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk speaks to reporters during opening night 
festivities for the NFL football Super Bowl 58, in Las Vegas, Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Brandon Aiyuk and the 49ers need each other for a Super Bowl 


Free agent quarterback Colin Kaepernick arrives for a workout 
for NFL football scouts and media in Riverdale, Ga., Nov. 16, 
2019. 
Associated Press 


Harbaugh says Kaepernick will not be a player or coach with the 
Chargers this season 
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By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
Ra’Shaad Samples was a 
reticent and newly appoint- 
ed student-assistant, shag- 
ging balls at practice with 
a group of wide receivers 
who were recently his team- 
mates, when he received 
one of his first important les- 
sons about coaching. 
“Ra’Shaad, you have to 
talk to coach,” Samples re- 
calls then-Houston coach 
Tom Herman yelling at him 
from across a practice field. 
The 29-year-old Samples 
has come a long way since. 
Now heading into his first 
season as running backs 
coach at No. 3 Oregon, he 
has made stops at Texas, 
SMU, TCU, the Los Angeles 
Rams where he was the 
youngest position coach in 
the NFL and Arizona State. 
This tumultuous and uncer- 
tain period of college foot- 
ball, with rules about player 
compensation and transfers 
seemingly changing every 
six months, has made more 
than a few coaches includ- 
ing Nick Saban question 
whether the job is really for 
them anymore. 
For younger coaches like 
Samples the potential 
head coaches of the future 
evolution is everything. The 
30-something head coach- 
es Samples has worked for 
the Rams’ Sean McVay, 
Arizona State’s Kenny Dill- 
ingham and now Oregon’s 
Dan Lanning have taught 
him: It’s not about keeping 
up with trends, but being a 


trendsetter. 
“I actually think about that 
all the time,” Samples said. 
“I think the most important 
part of staying competitive 
in college football is fluidity 
and being able to change 
with the times.” 
In the past that meant being 
willing to try new offensive 
and defensive schemes, 
incorporating social media 
into a recruiting strategy 
or embracing fourth-down 
analytics. 
Now, as college football 
becomes more like the 
pros, the fundamental re- 
lationship between player 
and coach is changing. 
As is a program’s organi- 
zational chart. Recruiting is 


becoming more transac- 
tional and talent retention 
is as important if not more 
so than talent acquisition. 
College 
football 
head 
coaches have long been 
compared to CEOs of large 
companies, but as these 
operations grow the need 
to reliniquish or delegate 
control increases but how 
much? 
“Some coaches are way 
more hands on than oth- 
ers, but there are so many 
more hats (to wear) I think 
the quality of help that you 
have is really important in 
hiring good people and 
being excited and surprised 
with how they do their job,” 
said the 38-year-old Lan- 


ning, who is 22-5 in two 
seasons leading the Ducks. 
“But I also know that if it’s 
important to me as a head 
coach, I better be involved 
in it in some way. And if I’m 
not, then it’s probably not 
going to be to the stan- 
dard.” 
Dollars and sense 
Since 2021, when the NCAA 
lifted its ban on athletes us- 
ing their names, images 
and likenesses to earn mon- 
ey, millions of dollars have 
flowed to major college 
football 
players 
through 
booster-supported NIL col- 
lectives. 
The next evolution of col- 
lege sports is revenue-shar- 
ing with athletes. 


“There’s a business relation- 
ship that has to be had be- 
tween players and coaches 
now that didn’t exist,” Sam- 
ples said. 
Dillingham, who at 34 is the 
youngest head coach in 
major college football, said 
money doesn’t change ev- 
erything. 
Where a player decides to 
play is still often a decision 
made with parents and 
loved ones, weighing an as- 
sortment of factors that NFL 
players do not. 
“So, it’s how do you man- 
age 18- to 22-year olds?” 
Dillingham 
said. 
“That’ll 
never change regardless of 
how much money the kids 
make. May there be more 
obstacles with it? Yes.” 
Relationships still matter in 
recruiting, Lanning said. 
“I think parents and players 
are protecting their best in- 
terests and not going to hurt 
themselves by going to a 
place, but they’re certainly 
not picking just a place that 
gives them the best deal,” 
Lanning said. “It’s about the 
relationship to get a seat at 
the table.” 
Still, with players now able 
to switch schools easier 
than ever before, those 
connections need to be 
made more quickly to ei- 
ther attract transfers or to 
keep the players you have 
from leaving. 
“We talk about how do you 
microwave the relationship 
process?” 
said 
Herman, 
who is in his second season 
as head coach at FAU.q 


ZURICH (AP) — The U.S. women’s soccer team returned to the top of the FIFA world rank- 
ings Friday after winning gold last weekend at the Paris Olympics. 
Mallory Swanson’s goal helped secure the team its fifth Olympic gold medal and the 
first since the 2012 London Games by beating Brazil 1-0 in the final Saturday. 
That lifted the Americans up from fifth and ended a 12-month absence from the top of 
the standings. 
England moved up to second, ahead of Spain, Germany, Sweden and Canada. 
Brazil climbed one spot to eighth. 
The worst slide belonged to France, which dropped from second to 10th. The host na- 
tion had a poor performance in the group stage and was then eliminated by Brazil in 
the quarterfinals. It is the team’s lowest position in nearly five years.q 


Oregon running backs football coach Ra’Shaad Samples works with the team during the Ducks’ 
fall camp on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, at the Hatfield-Dowlin Complex in Eugene, Ore. 
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As college football evolves, so does the relationship between 
players and their CEO-like coaches 


The United States soccer team players pose with their gold 
medals after the women’s soccer gold medal match between 
Brazil and the United States at the Parc des Princes during the 
2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Paris, France. 
Associated Press 


USWNT follows Olympic gold by 
reclaiming top spot in rankings after 
12-month absence 


